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Required project: Discovering the Neighborhood 
Due Monday, October 12, 10 pm 
 
When the framers of the U.S. Constitution decided upon a decennial census of the nation’s 
population, they provided future scholars with a rich source of information about everyday 
Americans.  What began as a relatively simple count of the members of each household in 1790 
grew over the course of the nineteenth century to include a range of other valuable information.  
By 1870, census takers collected personal information about every individual in the nation as 
well as aggregate information about agricultural production, products of industry, and social 
statistics.  For a helpful history of the Federal Census, see http://www.census.gov/history/ 
 
Genealogists are among the most active users of census data today.  Inspired by a love of 
uncovering the history of their ancestors, they mine past censuses in search of relatives that 
might not appear in other sources. Major digital resources, such as Ancestry.com and 
FamilySearch.com, offer digitized copies of past censuses that make this valuable material far 
more accessible. Before these sites were created, people often had to scan through reels of 
microfilm.   
 
As we will see this week, census records are also of interest to a range of scholars who want to 
study trends in American culture and history on a local, regional, and/or national level.  Working 
in groups, students will transcribe and analyze the residents of the area surrounding Holy Family 
Parish and St. Ignatius College on the west side of Chicago based on listings in the 1870 Federal 
Census.  This assignment is meant to help students strengthen their work with spreadsheets, learn 
how to use Google Fusion Tables, and explore multiple types of sources to assemble historical 
information. 
 
Every student is responsible for making a spreadsheet of their assigned page and then 
aggregating that spreadsheet with the others in their group.  You will continue to work with the 
same groups that you did for last week’s assignment. 
 
Step 1: Make a spreadsheet 
 
Building on your experience from last week, create a spreadsheet to record the data from your 
assigned page of the 1870 census. While last week’s assignment was built around the institutions 
of Catholic Chicago, this week’s assignment is focused on individual people who lived in the 
neighborhood around Holy Family.  Download your census page from Sakai.  Title your 
spreadsheet’s first row of columns from left to right with the following categories that replicate, 
in a slightly modified fashion, the information in the headers of the original census document (in 
parenthesis is the data you will put in this column): 
 
• Number (each place you list should have a unique identifier.  You might just start with 001) 
• Dwelling Houses, numbered in order of visitation (number) 
• Families, numbered in order of visitation (number) 
• Last name (text) 
• First name (text) 
• Age at last birthday (number) 
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• Sex (M – for male – or F – for female) 
• “Color” (W – “white,” B – “black,” M – “mulatto,” C – “Chinese,” I – “Indian” 
• Profession (text) 
• Value of Real Estate (number) 
• Value of Personal Estate (number) 
• Place of Birth (text) 
• Father of Foreign Birth (1 for yes, blank for no) 
• Mother of Foreign Birth (1 for yes, blank for no) 
• If born within the year, what month? (text) 
• If married within the year, what month? (text) 
• Attended school within the year? (1 for yes, blank for no) 
• Cannot read? (1 for yes, blank for no) 
• Cannot write? (1 for yes, blank for no) 
• “Deaf and dumb, blind, insane, or idiotic” (text) 
• Male citizens, 21 years of age or older (1 for yes, blank for no) 
• Male citizens, 21 years of age or older but who cannot vote (1 for yes, blank for no) 
• 1869 Residence 
• 1871 Residence 
 
A copy of the Excel template is in the Sakai folder. 
 
Step 2: Transcribe your assigned page into the spreadsheet. 
 
Hired men filled out censuses by recording information about households in a given area.  They 
often worked from house to house in a specific neighborhood. In the nineteenth century they 
wrote out the results by hand, often in cursive. This information can be hard at times to read.  
Often it is best to try to get a sense of the taker’s handwriting by looking at all of the entries 
before transcribing anything.  Take notice of how he makes distinctive letters – like Is and Ts – 
and whether he is using abbreviations.  Once you have some confidence in your ability to 
decipher his writing, begin to transcribe the information from the census page into the 
spreadsheet.  
 
Note: the symbol that looks like a quotation mark (“) or a drawn line (------) is an abbreviation 
for ditto, which means same information as in the cell immediately above.  In your spreadsheet 
you should write out this information instead of replicating the abbreviation. 
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Step 3: Compare against the transcription in Ancestry.com 
 
In order for the censuses in online resources to be searched, they need to have a plain text 
transcription in a file behind the image.  Ancestry has assembled this data for many of the 
nineteenth-century Federal censuses. 
 
To double check your transcription against what Ancestry has, log into “Ancestry Library” under 
“Databases” on the Loyola University Libraries website.  We are fortunate that Loyola 
subscribed to this powerful resource!  
 
To locate your census page in their database, first go to Search -> Census and Voter Lists.  On 
the resulting page, under “Narrow by Category,” select “1800s Censuses” 
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Under “Featured data collections,” select “U.S. Federal Census Collection”: 
 

 
 
 
Scroll to bottom page to “Included data collections.”  Select “1870 United States Federal 
Census”: 
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On the 1870 United States Federal Census page, go to “Browse this collection” and select State = 
Illinois; County = Cook; Township = Chicago Ward 9: 
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Finally, scroll down to the bottom of the page and you will see a little navigation bar.  Type the 
page number of your census page (hint: the number is in the name of the digital file).  If you 
press the button that looks like two figures, it will reveal at the bottom of the page the Ancestry 
transcription of this page. Compare it against your own.  Think about how accurate their 
transcription is compared to your own.  Note: they do not transcribe all the categories in the 
census sheet. 
 

 
 
 
Step 4: Locate street addresses for these households 
 
Rarely does one document have all the information that we want or need about a historical 
figure.  Growing nineteenth-century cities like Chicago often published annual directories that 
listed the occupation and street addresses for heads of household. These are invaluable 
documents for locating ordinary people, and reveal the frequency with which they moved. 
 
Look up the heads of household in your spreadsheet in the Edwards’ Directory of the 
Inhabitants, Institutions, Incorporated Companies and Manufacturing Establishments of the City 
of Chicago for 1869 (vol. 12) and 1871 (vol. 14).  You can reach them both at this URL: 
http://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/008719466.  Record the addresses you find in the columns in 
the final two columns of your spreadsheet. 
 
Step 5: Upload to Google Fusion Tables 
 
At this point, it is probably helpful to have more rather than less data, so share with your group 
member your spreadsheet.  Combine the listings from the two in preparation to upload to Google 
Fusion Tables. (Make sure you update the unique identifier number so that you don’t have any 
duplication!) 
 
If you do not already have Google Fusion Tables as part of your Google Drive, you will first 
have to add the Drive App.  You can do that on this page: 
https://support.google.com/fusiontables/answer/2571232?hl=en 
 
Under the red “New” button, create a new Fusion Table.  When it prompts you to choose a file, 
select your spreadsheet, and click “Next.”   
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The next page will give you a preview of the import of your spreadsheet’s data set.  Click “next” 

 

 
 
On the final page you can change the name, determine whether others can view it, and give it a 
description.  When done, click “Finish.” You will see that you now have the spreadsheet 
replicated: 
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If you need to make any changes to the data, click on the row with the data and then select the 
pencil icon.  This will bring up a dialog box where you can make your edits. 
 
Step 6: Analyze your data 
 
Once you have uploaded all this information, you can start to use the functionality of Google 
fusion tables to analyze your data.  Work with your group member to think about the range of 
ways that Google Fusion Tables can help you analyze your work.   
 
For example, each of the rows can be individually sorted by pressing the arrow in the header.   
 
Or to create a multivariable analysis, you can use the filter to select each of the different columns 
and create a range of limits for them that might help you answer different questions, SUCH AS 

 

 
 
Google Fusion Tables also gives you the option to visualize your data either as a map or as chart.  
If you click on the red plus button in the header, you will be walked through the steps to create a 
new map or chart. 
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To use the map function, you need to identify a column as having “location” data.  To do this, 
click on the arrow in the header for the column, and select “change.” On the page that appears 
change “type” to “location.”  After doing this when you click the red “plus” button and “add 
map,” it will let you select the location of the column you have just changed.  “Change feature 
styles” and “change info window” allow you to customize your display. 
 
The chart function allows you to create several different types of visualizations: 
 

• Continuous variable chart – to chart multiple variables against each other 
• Categorical chart – a bar chart that can summarize specific variables 
• Pie chart – a different way of visualizing the information in a categorical chart 
• Network graph – allows you to show the connections between  

 
In your blog post for this week, I’d like you to do three things: 
 
First, write up a profile of the households that were on your page from the 1870 census.  What 
does the census data tell you about them? Who are they? Who lives in their house/apartment? 
Where are they from? What kinds of jobs do they have? Do they move around Chicago or stay in 
the same place?  Think about what each piece of evidence from the census and city directory 
tells you about them. 
 
Second, using the combined data from your group, think about how the profile you wrote of the 
households on your page is confirmed or challenged by the inclusion of other data.  Try out some 
visualizations of the data, whether in the form of maps or charts, and include images it in your 
blog post. 
 
Third, reflect on the opportunities and challenges of doing this type of research and using a 
platform like Google Fusion Tables for your analysis. 
 
And if you’re feeling especially ambitious:  
 
Explore the search function in Ancestry to see if you can discover other information about the 
people on your 1870 census page.  There is a wealth of vital records in the database that might 
give you a sense of these individuals’ lives and experience before and after these snapshots!  
 


