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Required project: Mapping Catholic Chicago 
Due Tuesday, October 6, 10 pm 
 
Mapping has become a popular way for scholars to visualize spatial relationships. Digital 
mapping has become much easier over the past decade with the availability of free web resources 
like Google Maps and Batch Geo.  Previously, scholars had to use proprietary software like 
ArcGIS, which often required extensive training to use.  
 
Working in groups, students will map the growth of Chicago’s Catholic churches and institutions 
between 1830 and 1871 using Google Maps, a free web-based application. Use Garraghan’s The 
Catholic Church in Chicago, 1673-1821 as your primary source for data. You might find that 
you want to augment that data with information from other sources, but that is not required.   
 
Assignments for what type of institution each group is responsible for mapping will be made in 
class.  
 
Step 1: Making a spreadsheet 
 
The spreadsheet is the digital scholar’s best friend.  It provides a way of structuring data that is 
essential to, and at the core of, many digital projects.  When you are working with large and 
complicated amounts of data, the first thing you want to do is to break down that data into basic 
categories.  This will allow you to isolate common types of data and give you variables that you 
can manipulate later in your work.  Each column of the spreadsheet should be a different 
category of information. 
 
Since this is project about mapping the institutions of Catholic Chicago you will be making a 
spreadsheet of places.  By institution I mean any corporate body: churches, schools, hospitals, 
asylums, etc.  Title your spreadsheet’s first row of columns from left to right with the following 
categories (in parenthesis is the data you will put in this column): 
 
• Number (each place you list should have a unique identifier.  You might just start with 001) 
• Start Date (the date when your institution was built) 
• End Date (the date when your institution was closed, sold, or burned down) 
• Name (official name of the institution) 
• Description (a brief explanation of the significance of the institution) 
• Location (as a street address. For example: Madison Street and Wabash Avenue, Chicago, 

IL. You don’t normally need a zip code, but don’t forget the city and state) 
• Type of Institution (Church, School, Hospital, Convent, etc) 
• Source (Name of the author and/or title with page number. For example: Garraghan, p.109) 
 
Your spreadsheet should look something like this: 
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After you have set up the columns of your spreadsheet, save it. Then you are ready to start 
populating it with data.  Use the index to Garraghan’s Catholic Churches in Chicago to locate 
information about each institution. You might also find it useful to use the keyword search 
function for the copy of this book in the Internet Archive 
(https://archive.org/details/catholicchurchi00garr).   
 
Once you have completed your spreadsheet you are ready to map it. 
 
Step 2: Uploading your data to Google Maps 
 
Go to Google Maps: https://www.google.com/maps 
 
Press the three-stacked bars menu button next to the left of the search box in the upper left 
corner.  Select the “My Maps” option. 
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This will take you to a new page in which there are more options in that upper left search box. 
Click on the button to “Create”: 
 

 
 
This will likely open a new tab or a new window:  This is your screen to create your new map. 
Start by clicking on “Untitled Map” and giving it a name. You can also add a description of the 
map.  Click on where it says “Untitled Layer” and name it the type of institution you are 
mapping – churches, hospitals, etc.   
 

 
 
Then click “Import.”  You will be prompted to select a file from your computer to upload. Select 
the spreadsheet that you created in step 1. 
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You will be asked to choose columns to position your placemarks. This is asking you at to 
identify the column with the address for your institution.  Select “location” and press continue. 
 

  
Then you will be asked to choose a column to title your placemarks. Select “Name” to have the 
name of the institution associated with the placemarker. Press “Finish.” Google will now do the 
work of placing your institutions on a map of current day Chicago.   
 
You will see that when you click on a placemarker, it brings up a dialogue box with the 
information from the spreadsheet about that institution.   
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There are several edits that you can make to the information at this stage: 
• If the placemarker is in the middle of the street instead of on a lot, you can drag the 

placemarker to where you want it to be. 
• If you want to edit any of the information in the dialog box, click the pencil icon in the lower 

right; 
• If you have found an image online of the institution that you want to upload, click the camera 

icon and it will prompt you to upload it. 
 
When you are done with your edits, click the “Share” button under the title and description of the 
map. Your map will be set to “Private” in the center of the dialog box. Press “Change.” Under 
Link sharing, select “On – Public on the web,” and press save. 
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Last step: Post it to your blog.  You can do this in two ways.  The first way is to click on the 
“Share” button again and you will see the URL for a “Link to share” at the top of the page.  
Write up a short blog post on your reflections on doing this project and embed this link.  If you 
want to be fancier, click on the three vertical buttons to the right of the “Share” button and select 
“Embed on my site.” 
 
This will give you the code for displaying this map on your blog.  Go into your WordPress site 
and create a new post.  Immediately above the field to compose your post at the right is the tab 
for “text.” Select that.  Then paste the code. 
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If you want to add text to this, go back to the “Visual” tab.  When you save your draft and then 
preview it, it should look something like this (when you click on a placemarker): 
 

 
 
In addition to posting your map, post a paragraph or two about what mapping has revealed about 
your institutions and the opportunities and challenges of this kind of digital analysis. When you 
are done with this assignment, please 1) email me your spreadsheet and 2) either embed your 
map in your blog or, if you have trouble doing that, share the link with me through Google Maps.   
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Each group should choose one of these categories. (Page numbers are in Garraghan) 
 
Irish Parishes: 
 
• St. Patrick (119) 
• St. Bridget (189) 
• St. James (189) 
• St. Patrick in South Chicago (190) 
• St. Columbkille (191) 
• Immaculate Conception (191) 
• St. Thomas the Apostle (199) 
• St. Anne (199) 
• St. Jarlath (201) 
• St. Stephen (201) 
 
German/Polish Parishes: 
 
• St. Joseph (120, 193) 
• St. Peter (120, 148, 193) 
• St. Michael (147) 
• St. Francis of Assisi (147) 
• St. Paul (147) 
• St. Wenceslaus (197) 
• St. Boniface (197) 
• St. Stanislaus (200) 
• Nativity (200) 
• St. John Nepomucene (201-202) 
 
Schools: 
 
• College of St Mary’s/University of St Mary’s of the Lake (112, 114, 210-17) 
• St. Xavier’s Academy (117, 118) 
• St. Michael’s School (147) 
• St. Joseph’s Free School for Boys (151) 
• St. Mary’s Second Day School (151) 
• St. James Free School (151) 
• Multiple Sacred Heart Schools (202) 
• St. Aloysius School (203) 
• St Stanislaus School (203) 
• Christian Brothers Academy (217) 
• St. Ignatius College (217) 
 
Convents/Hospitals/Asylums: 
 
• St. Mary’s Orphan Asylum (151) 
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• Female Orphan Asylum (154-55) 
• Old Lake Home (159) 
• Mercy Hospital (160) 
• St Agatha’s Mercy Convent (189) 
• House of the Good Shepherd (206) 
• St. Mary’s Hospital by the Alexian Brothers (207) 
• St. Joseph’s Hospital (208) 
• German Orphan Asylum (208) 
 
Territorial parishes and other institutions 
 
• St. Mary’s (61, 109) 
• Parish Rectory for St. Mary’s (107) 
• Holy Name (124, 146) 
• Chicago’s First Catholic Bookstore (126) 
• Church of St. Louis (150) 
• Episcopal Residence (169) 
• Holy Family (175) 
• St Henry’s (188) 
• St. John’s (1910 
 
 


